
Homily Notes – 6th Easter – May 22, 2022 
Readings: Acts 15:1-2, 22-23; Ps 67:2-8, Rev. 21: 10-14, 22-23; John 14:23-29. 

 

Summary: In order to be hospitable disciples, we must first be hospitable to God. 
 

1. The Indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Today’s readings are about the effect of the abiding presence of 
God in His Church and of His indwelling in each one of us. This suggests the topic of hospitality. 
Could it be that if we have become hospitable to God, we may also be more able to the hospitable to 
others? Hospitality is one of the four pillars of Stewardship. (They are Hospitality, Prayer, Formation, 
and Service). 

 

2. The first reading, tells us how the Holy Spirit, indwelling in the Church, helped the Apostles to 
solve a major doctrinal problem which shook the very foundation of the early Church. At the Council 
of Jerusalem, the leaders of the Church reached a solution to make entrance into Christianity by the 
Gentiles much more attractive. They were hospitable to these newcomers.  

 

This problem and its solution is very much like today. We have significant divisions in the Church 
that need to be resolved. For example, Archbishop Cordileone has excommunicated Nancy Pelosi 
because of her aggressive leadership on abortion. But the Cardinal Archbishop Wilton Gregory has 
affirmed that Joe Biden, with the same position will continue to receive communion. The same kind 
of division exists between official Catholic doctrine and some German bishops. Among other 
positions they are affirming is since so many young people are living together before getting married 
(fornication – grave sin) that the Church should allow it. Is that the way to make moral decisions?  

 

So, we can see that today there is a crisis of faith and obedience to the Word of God and the Tradition 
of the Church. As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord and be hospitable to those who are or 
who intend to be faithful (See Joshua 24:14-15 and Matthew 18;15-20). 
 

3. The second reading from the Book of Revelation describes the Church as the heavenly Jerusalem, a 
city united in love, with the victorious Jesus residing in it and in each of its members, replacing the 
holy presence of God in the Holy of Holies in the Temple of Jerusalem. All who make it to heaven are 
made to feel welcome. Where there is not sin, perfect hospitality is possible! 

 

4. The Gospel first reminds us that Jesus calls us to love him and one another. This is the love of 
sacrifice (agape, not eros). He then tells us how the Holy Spirit, abiding within us, is our teacher and 
the source of all peace. These words are so important that they are included in our Eucharistic Prayer: 
“Peace I leave you. My peace I give you.” Here Jesus promises his followers that the Holy Spirit will 
come and instruct them in everything they need to know. This is the foundation of all relationship of 
peace, obeying the words of God. So let us think a bit more about hospitality.  

 

5. The concept of hospitality is fundamental to a stewardship way of life. When we envision 
hospitality, we naturally think of offering a sincere and warm welcome — to those new to our parish, 
for instance. We picture inviting them in and making them feel at home and at ease in our presence, 
communicating to them that they are highly valued. 

 

6. Today’s Gospel reading from John invites us to think of hospitality in a slightly different way. 
In it, we hear Jesus speaking this to his disciples: “Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my 



Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our dwelling with him.”  Jesus is asking that 
we permit the Blessed Trinity to come and dwell within us. This is a stunning request. It tells us that 
our first and most privileged form of hospitality should be directed towards God Himself. 
 

7. How does one show hospitality to God? How do we make God “at home and at ease” within us? 
How can we communicate to God that He is “highly valued” by us? Jesus tells us how: we are to 
keep His word, to follow His teachings. “He who loves me will keep my word.” 

 

8. To keep His word, we must know His word. This takes discipline and effort on our part.  We must 
make the study of Scripture and Church teaching a priority in our daily lives. This can be done in 
simple ways. Perhaps you can commit to setting your alarm ten minutes early to meditate on the 
day’s Gospel. Perhaps you could read a paragraph of the Catechism with your family at dinner. You 
could pray over a portion of the Psalms before going to bed at night. You can join (or start!) a Bible 
study right here at the parish. There are many ways to grow in knowledge and love of God’s word.  

 

9. Our Bishop has challenged us, “How much time do you really spend with Jesus?” He is referring 
to Eucharistic Adoration. One of the best things we can do in Adoration is meditate on Scripture. I 
remember seeing Scott Hahn leaving his home to go to Adoration, with a stack of books under his 
arm. We was going to dedicate his study and thought to Jesus, in the Lord’s presence! 
 

10. Over time these simple practices can radically change one’s life. We will begin to more easily 
think like Jesus, respond like Jesus, and live like Jesus. We really will form our minds, hearts, and 
souls into a place where the Blessed Trinity is pleased to dwell. 

 

11. How is this possible? Because we have an Unseen Teacher with us as we seek to know and 
keep God’s word. Jesus tells us so later in this same Gospel passage. “The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and remind you of all that I told 
you.” Ask the Holy Spirit to show you when and how you can get to know God’s word in your 
particular circumstances and then commit to it! 
 

12. If we want our parish to be a place of genuine Christian hospitality, we must be sure that our 
own hearts are hospitable dwelling places for the Blessed Trinity.  Will we then take time to greet 
others we don’t know? Will we take time to open our hearts and homes to new people? If so, then our 
parish family will become at least a little bit like Heaven on earth. This is the simplicity and glory of a 
stewardship way of life. 

 

13. The two questions: 

     a. For the offering, what in my life do I need to offer up this Mass to the Lord? Perhaps a 
commitment to always being hospitable to others? 
 

     b. For myself, what is the one thing that God wants me to get out of this Mass to make myself the 
better-version-of-myself that he wants me to be? 

 

On the Work of the Holy Spirit in the Catechism: CCC 685 (683-747), 152, 243 (243-256). 

 
 


